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Happy New Year everyone. I pray that you all have made great memories 
with your family and friends. With every new year there comes changes 
some of which we look forward to and others that do not give us a thrill.  
The new year seems to be a time that many look back on the past, plan for 
the future all the while living in the present. So I thought this would be a 
good time for me to share this commentary with you from the writings of 
John W. Ritenbaugh. 

Ecclesiastes 3:15 (NIV)  Whatever is has already been, and what will be has 
been before; and God will call the past to account. 
Ecclesiastes 3:15  is an illustration that shows the breadth and depth of God's sovereignty over 
time and the events of life. To picture this more clearly, we have to perceive time as a moving re-
ality. It is as though it is coming toward us and moving away from us simultaneously. 
Though time is involved in this statement, the emphasis is more on the events that happen with-
in time rather than time itself. We can perhaps understand this verse better as saying that what 
is happening right now, already happened in the past, and what will happen has already hap-
pened. It is a way of saying that, in one sense, time cannot be broken into parts. Time and the 
events happening within it of and by themselves are a whole. Thus, Solomon is essentially say-
ing, “Past, present, and future are bound together.” 

In what way is this so? Time and the events happening in it are parts of a continuous stream. Sol-
omon's point is again that only God is in perfect control of both time and its events, and He can 
seek out and bring back into existence in the present what happened in the past. Thus, Solo-
mon's comment in Ecclesiastes 1:9 is a parallel: “What has been is what will be, and what has 
been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun” (ESV). In plainer lan-
guage, history repeats itself. 

Names, personalities, ethnicities, locations, dates, languages, clothing, and weapons change, but 
the core of the events is essentially the same. We can learn from history what works and what 
does not. Thus, we have the saying by George Santayana, “Those who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it.” This makes the Bible an even more valuable source of guid-
ance in wisdom and right conduct because God gives true accounts of what happened, not ones 
embellished by men's prejudices. 

One might wonder why God would essentially repeat what is said in Ecclesiastes 1:9 just two 
chapters later. The reason is that there is a major difference in the contexts. In Ecclesiastes 1:9, 
the statement is used negatively, suggesting life is nothing but repetitious vanity. In Ecclesiastes 
3:15, though, it is mentioned explicitly within the context of God's sovereignty—He is in control, 
and He makes positive use of history repeating itself for mankind's benefit. 

Many alternative renderings of the last phrase of verse 15, “God requires an account of what is 
past,” are quite hopeful: 
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» The New International Version: “God will call the past to account.” 
» The Revised Standard Version: “God seeks what has been driven away.” 
» The American Standard Version: “God seeks again that which is passed away.” 
» The New English Bible: “God summons each event back in its turn.” 
» The Amplified Bible: “God seeks that which has passed by.” 

Though each translation is somewhat different, each has two elements in common: God is 
looking for something, and it involves time, an event that occurred in the past. Why is He do-
ing this? What instruction is there for us here? 

We tend to think that former days are gone forever. However, Ecclesiastes 3 shows that this 
concept is not totally true because history keeps repeating itself. In fact, we are learning that 
God causes this repetition. Verse 15 confirms this fact once again, but it adds a positive twist 
to it. Why would God do this? 

A prominent theme in Ecclesiastes is judgment. The book ends with the statement that God 
will bring every deed into judgment (Ecclesiastes 12:14), pointing directly to a reason why 
everything matters. It is obvious that God, who is in control, brings up the past for His pur-
poses. God always does things with good purposes in mind. In this verse, the language is 
quite positive: He does not bring the past up for the purposes of condemnation but for re-
demption. Our Savior God is a Redeemer. 

He is seeking to help those who have truly made a mess of their past—that includes all of us. 
This verse provides evidence that by His grace He is seeking to recover and restore what 
seems from our point of view to be forever lost. Earlier in the chapter, Solomon says that the 
work of God endures forever (Ecclesiastes 3:14). This verse suggests that, since we are God's 
work, He will use His powers to make sure that our labors are not in vain. He will make things 
beautiful in His good time by enabling us to profit even from our messes. 

This is not to suggest that those messes will be completely resolved, and everybody is happy, 
happy, happy! No, but He has the power to bring experiences from our past to mind, facilitat-
ing us to sort through them with a great deal more clarity than we had when they originally 
happened. Thus, He helps us recall incidents with honesty that helps us learn what we should 
and should not have done or said, and resolve to conduct ourselves far better going forward. 
He helps us to grasp whether repentance should occur if a similar situation happens again.  

Should we forgive and forget? Should we be more patient and kind? Should we sacrifice our 
pride? Should we be firmer, insisting that Godly actions be done to uphold righteousness? He 
may reveal to us how an event's outcome could have been far more profitable for all con-
cerned. 

As I was reading and studying this article I thought about times that I made poor choices in 
my life. Usually each poor choice caused an adverse effect. An effect that I had to deal with 
and then move forward and the moving forward part isn’t always the easiest. Let us all re-
member that we are not perfect and we are going to make mistakes but with God’s help we 
can learn from those poor choices and make better choices in the future. Life is a continuous 
opportunity to learn more about God and to grow closer to Him in every way for every day.  

Happy New Year brothers and sisters in Christ. I look forward to growing closer to our        
creator with you in the year 2022.  Pastor Lynn 

A  N O T E  F R O M  O U R  M U S I C  D I R E C T O R  

Calvary Story – January 2022  

As we prepare to welcome 2022, scriptures come to mind with the theme of pressing forward.  
We may not have the pre-pandemic optimism of early 2020, but we are forging ahead with 
God’s help and His mercy.  I am very thankful for our Christmas Eve service and Cantata last  
December.  Our cantata was assisted by Sharon Lewis as narrator and Amanda Lewis as      
scripture reader.  Christmas Eve featured the talents of the handbell choir, Amanda Lewis on 
piano and organ, Natalie Albright on melody harp and tambourine, and vocal recordings by 
Randy East.  It was also a special moment for me to perform in a brass choir with Luke Albright 
on trumpet, Jillian Albright on trombone, and Donnie Mertz (Samantha Albright’s father) on 
trumpet.  I pray you were as blessed as I was.  

On January 2nd, the Chancel Choir will sing A Gift of Peace, an excerpt from our Christmas  
Cantata.  I always like to start the year singing Let there be Peace on Earth.  It is an optimistic 
hope, but it seems fitting following the arrival of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  On January 9th, 
we return to our yearlong study through the Bible via The Story.  We pick back up with King 
David who we last saw as a triumphant shepherd boy who had slain a giant.  Now he has        
become King of Israel and commits adultery and murder.  The choir will sing the anthem Create 
in Me a Clean Heart, O God taken from Psalm 51 as David prays for repentance.    

January 16th will center on the figure of Solomon, David’s son.  Solomon prayed for wisdom to 
rule in righteousness and God gave him wisdom and wealth beyond measure.  When I think of 
Solomon, I think of how he built a marvelous temple for God and sacrificed thousands of        
animals in an act of public worship.  The choir will sing How Lovely are Thy Dwellings which 
takes its text from Psalm 84.    

On January 23rd we’ll study about Rehoboam, King Solomon’s son and Jeroboam, the man 
who took 10 tribes to form the Kingdom of Israel and set up golden calves to keep the people 
from returning to worship at the Jerusalem temple.   This was a challenge to pick appropriate 
music.  I looked for choir music about Jeroboam and Rehoboam, disunity, and the divided   
kingdom with no luck.  This story shows the aftermath of sin, greed, power, pride, etc. We all 
struggle with these sins and we can only hope in the Lord’s mercy.  The choir will sing a lovely 
setting of the Latin Mass by John Leavitt called Kyrie.  The words translate simply to Lord have 
mercy; Christ have mercy.  The handbell choir will finish the month with Long Ago Prophets 
Knew depicting how the prophets became God’s messengers of repentance and hope while 
the kingdom remained divided.    

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at 
my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to 
have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” - 
Philippians 3:12-15  

Mark Albright 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1— 

2—Worship & 
Latino Services 
9:30am 

Sun., Sch 
10:45am 

Handbell Practice 

Youth Group 6pm 

C-CAP Food Dr

3— English & 
More 8:30am 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm  

4—English & 
More 8:30am 

Trustees Mtg  
6:30pm 

Basketball 

5—English 
& More 
8:30am 

NA 
7:30pm 

Basketball 

Teen kids 
4-7pm 

6—English 
& More 
8:30am 

Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm 

Chancel 
Choir 
Practice 
7pm 

7— 
FFF 
10am 

8— 
Taking 
down the 
greens  & 
Teen Kids 
9am 

9—Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 

Sun., Sch 
10:45am 

Handbell Practice 

Youth Group 6pm 

10—English 
& More 
8:30am 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 

11—English & 
More 8:30am 

Tai Chi 
10:45am 

Church Council  
6:30pm 

Basketball 

12—
English & 
More 
8:30am 

NA 
7:30 pm 

Basketball 

Teen kids 
4-7pm 

13—English 
& More 
8:30am 

Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm 

Chancel 
Choir 
Practice 
7pm 

14— 
RAPP 
6-8pm 

15— 

16—Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 

Sun., Sch 
10:45am 

Handbell Practice 

Youth Group 6pm 

17—MLK Day 
Church  
Office Closed 

Tai Chi 
8:45am 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 

Soccer Shots 
5-7pm 

18—English & 
More 8:30am 

Tai Chi 
10:45am 

Basketball 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

19—
English & 
More 
8:30am 

NA 7:30 pm 

Basketball  

Teen kids 
4-7pm 

20—English 
& More 
8:30am 

Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm 

Chancel 
Choir 
Practice 
7pm 

21— 
Movie 
Night 
5-7pm 

22— 

23 & 30— 
Worship & 
Latino Services 
9:30am 

Sun., Sch 
10:45am 

Handbell Practice 

Youth Group 6pm 

24 & 31— 
English & 
More 8:30am 

Tai Chi 8:45 
am 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 

Soccer Shots 
5-7pm 

25— English & 
More 8:30am 

Tai Chi 
10:45am 

Basketball 

26—
English & 
More 
8:30am 

NA 
7:30pm 

Basketball 

Teen kids 
4-7pm 

27—English 
& More 
8:30am 

Boy Scouts 
6:30 pm 

Chancel 
Choir 
Practice 
7pm 

28— 
Bowling 
Party at 
Shepherd 
University 
6-8pm 

29- 

THANK YOU SPONSORS  
JANUARY ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORS: 
Jan 2—In honor of our Calvary family given by Walter & Mary Jo Brown. 
Jan 9—Given in memory of Nancy & Earl W. Weller and Nona & Earl C. Weller given by Jim & Julie 
Howell. 
Jan 16—Given in memory of my parent’s January birthdays given by Mary Jo & Walter Brown. 
Jan 23—Given in memory of both our parents: Ace & June Gray and Edith & Jess Mauck given by 
Elaine & Jess and David & Elaine.  
Jan 30—In honor of Thomas Holland’s birthday given by Jim & Myrtle Holland 
JANUARY SOUND SPONSOR: Cindy Barber 

FAITH FEEDING FREEDOM 
We will be making bagged lunches for Faith Feeding Freedom the first Friday 
of every month.  Donations and volunteers are needed. Please call Cindy 
Barber if you can help. If you make a monetary donation please write Faith 
Feeding Freedom in the memo line. Thank you for your continued support of 
this.

CYF CORNER 
(Children, Youth and Family Ministries) 

Hello Church Family! We have fun and exciting things for you in this coming year! 

January 21st, we will be having a Movie Night in the Gym. Our 5 o’clock show is 
I Can Only Imagine; the story behind the song of the same title. There will be popcorn, snacks, 
soda and water available. There is no charge for this movie, so bring all of your family and 
friends!  

January 28th, will be our Bowling and Billiards Party at Shepherd U! Do you have bowling shoes 
and a mean hook shot? We will be going bowling on January 28th from 6pm to 8pm as a church 
family. We will also have billiard tables that we can use. We would love for you to attend! Don’t 
bowl or shoot pool? Hang out and cheer on your church brothers and sisters. There is no charge 
for this event, but we will be accepting donations to cover expenses. Email Wanda Swan at      
directorcalvary@gmail.com to RSVP.  

February 12th, the Youth Group will be hosting a Dinner Dance for our church members. Doors 
open at 5pm with Dinner at 5:30. Dinner will be fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, green 
beans and dessert. Tickets will be $9.00 per person. Reservations have to be in by February 1st. 
Child care will be provided. So put on your dancing shoes and enjoy dancing the evening away to 
tunes from the 50s and 60s in a beautifully decorated fellowship hall. A Photobooth will be     
provided as well so you can snap your photo as a remembrance of a great evening!   

Wanda Swan – Director of C.Y. & F. directorcalvary@gmail.com or 301-800-1508 

2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
For those in the congregation who use ✉ church offering envelopes for their tithes and offer-
ings, the 2021 Contribution Statements will be mailed during the week of January 24th, 2022, 
due to the continuation of the Covid pandemic. If there are any questions or concerns, please 
contact Donna Yost. 

THANK YOU:  I would personally like to thank everyone who gave to staff Christmas gifts and/or 
brought me a Christmas gift. I appreciate your generosity and thoughtfulness. Wishing all of you 
many blessings in the New Year.  Candy  

mailto:directorcalvary@gmail.com


MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Calvin Kisner is our star member for January. Calvin turned 90 in December 
and is the longest member of Calvary; this is the only church he has ever 
really attended.  He was baptized and joined Calvary on Easter   Sunday, 
March 17, 1941. His older sister, Beatrice, was responsible for bringing him 
to church; his mom usually stayed home to make Sunday dinner. When he 
was older he was responsible for bringing his younger sister to church. For 
some reason, he can’t explain, he went home without her. He said 
“needless to say Mom turned me around and I walked back and got her 

and brought her home.” Today Calvin attends with his daughters Joni and Susan and their 
families. He also has a son Cary, who lives in Vienna, VA and another daughter, Lisa, who lives 
in Hagerstown, MD. Calvin’s favorite Bible verse is John 3:16.  

One of Calvin’s fondest memories of Calvary is being in Boy Scouts Troop 13 in the 40’s. His 
troop leader was Mr. Lewis Knicely who was a very valued member of Calvary.  He took the 
troop on many field trips and overnight camping trips.  

Calvin has served on the Administrative Board of the church at different times over the years. 
He has served  on the Pastor Parish Relations Committee and was President of the Chambers 
Men’s Bible Class.  He has helped with many repair projects around the church, especially 
when Rev. Clipp first started at Calvary. Calvin is a vital part of the newsletter mailing; he does 
all the sorting of addresses and takes the letters to the post office.   

When Calvin graduated from high school in 1949 he went to work for the A&P store. He later 
went into the Army where he spent 2 of his 3 years in Africa. When he got out of the Army he 
went back to working at A&P for a couple of years then started  driving a bread truck around 
Frederick, MD and finally he got a job at the United States Post Office where he worked for 31 
years until retirement. In his spare time, he enjoyed playing tennis, which he continued to do 
until about 4 years ago. He enjoys woodworking, and doing repairs around his house and 
around the homes of his children.  

We are so honored to have Calvin and his family at Calvary and thank him for his many years of 
service over the years.  

TRI-COUNTY PASTORAL COUNSELING SERVICE:  Many thanks for your prayers and gifts to our 
pastoral counselling service in 2021. Our fund raiser this past June raised $16,178 and our fund 
raiser for November raised $12, 235. The Board of Advisors and counselling staff thank you for 
being a real part of the ministry of Tri-County Pastoral Counseling Service.   

A SPECIAL NOTE:  To Our Calvary Prayer Warriors:  We may sometimes feel that we 
stand alone, but with Christian friends like you, we are always surrounded by love and 
strength.  Rod was really uplifted when he could come to church to worship with our 
fellow Christians.  Thank you for your generous support, cards, calls and prayers during 
Rod’s cancer journey these past 4 years. We could not have made it as far as we did 
without each of you.  My deepest appreciation and love, Ann Roberts 

THANK YOU: Calvin Russell would like to thank everyone who helped and/or participated in his 
90th birthday celebration. He said, “I was not surprised, I was shocked.” 

CALVARY TRUSTEE'S JANUARY REPORT 
McCormick's Fencing of Martinsburg started the installation of the new black chain link fence 
with the red vinyl slats on Friday, December 17th.  There is three hundred and eighty-eight feet of 
fencing.  The two large gates leading from the parking lot to College Street will be renovated.  
They will also install stop blocks at twenty-two parking spots along the fence line to protect the 
fence from being damaged.  This project should be completed before the end of the year.  The 
white vinyl privacy fence that is to be installed in the courtyard has been delayed because of the 
supply line caused by Covid.  McCormick Fencing informed us that the white vinyl fencing would 
not be available until the middle of winter. 

Martinsburg Service Center will handle Calvary's snow removal again this winter. This includes 
the parking lot and all side walks on Maple Avenue and Burke Street.  Our custodian will handle 
the steps and walkways to the church. 

Welsh Sound and Audio Systems is still having problems acquiring the equipment to complete 
the upgrades to Calvary's sound, audio and visual equipment.  There are five items causing the 
delay to complete the project.  It's the same problem that a lot of companies have been dealing 
with during the Covid.  Jamie Welsh said he's never had a job drag out this long.  Hopefully 
things will change in 2022. 

Fire Safety Equipment of Martinsburg has inspected all fire extinguishers on Calvary's property 
and they passed.  The inspection takes place once a year, usually in the month of December. 
The Boy Scouts of America bankruptcy case has caused the Delaware  and Baltimore Washington 
Methodist Conferences to suggest that the Methodist churches vote no on the settlement as it 
is written.  They agree with the financial settlement, but not the liability part that's placed on the 
churches. Voting no does not affect the settlement as written, but it gives the conferences some 
leverage to renegotiate the liability of the settlement, protecting the churches as they move for-
ward with the case. Calvary trustees voted no in order to assist the conference in this matter.  
Boy Scout Troop 13 has been part of Calvary church for over seventy years and will continue to 
function in our church. 

The Pre/K classrooms are complete except for the curtains and rods needing to be installed.  
Donna Yost and Marsha Dodson are researching the different designs that will complement the 
room. 

Blessings to all in the new year, Trustees 




